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New Era, New Look

by John Stehr
Broadcast Beat Editor

Broadcast Pioneers Newsletter looks a little

different this month. That'’s by design —
specifically, the design work of Sam Klemet of the
Indiana Broadcasters Association and Mary Rivers
of Rivers Creative Group, LLC.

You may have already noticed that your Indiana

The newsletter also has a new name: Broadcast
Beat, which we hope brings together the storied
history of Indiana Broadcasting and our present
broadcasters, where we can all take stock of where
we have been since the first commercial radio
station went on the air in Indiana a century ago,
where we are now, and even how broadcasting may evolve over the next 100 years.

And, finally, we have a new editor. Bob Smith, who has edited this newsletter for nearly two decades is
stepping aside (see tribute to him and his efforts in Take Four). He's going to be a tough guy to follow,
but I've heard it said that everyone should get out of their comfort zone every now and then. So, after a
42-year career in radio and television journalism, | have been tasked with entering the print media realm
to bring you this publication a few times a year. | humbly promise to do my best.

Former President Harry Truman was the first to say: “It's amazing what you can accomplish when

you don't care who gets the credit.” | truly believe that, so | am asking for help from everyone who is
reading this right now. If you have an article that you want to write, a comment on what you see here,
or simply thoughts to share, hit me with an email (johncstehr@yahoo.com). In subsequent newsletters,
maybe we'll have a comment section giving you an open mic to give the rest of us something to think
about. If you write a good article, I'll see to it that you get the credit you deserve. My goal is for this
forum to be transparent, interactive, and relevant to all Indiana Broadcasters.

With that in mind, you should know that the Indiana Broadcast Pioneers group itself is working on some
major changes. Like the name. The logo. And broadening our membership and focus. Broadcasting
is our industry, our lifeblood, and an important tie that binds our communities together in a way that
nothing else can. The people who are currently engaged in broadcasting are blessed with technology
and access to information almost unimaginable even a few decade ago, but they are standing on the
shoulders of those who came before them. We want to bring together, on common ground, the current
torch bearers with those who lit the flame so many years ago.

All broadcasters, regardless of the era to which they belong, have a lot in common. The main thing is
that our business is one of the few pursuits in life that is truly and consistently magical. Think about
it. You can look into a television camera and talk, or crack a live mic at a radio station, and be heard or
seen simultaneously by tens of thousands, even potentially millions, of people. We can bring people
together for a shared experience in real time, in an electronic community of our making. It is nothing
short of a miracle — a wonder in which we all share.

So, let's do that. To put it into terms that all Indiana broadcasters — past, present, future — can
understand: Stand By! 3,2, 1.....
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n this critical year for the

Indiana Broadcast Pioneers,

our goal is to re-make the
organization in a way that
involves all Indiana broadcasters,
from those who may have retired
years ago to those who are active
today. As one of our long-time
advocates recently said: “we are
all pioneers of our own eras in
broadcasting”. Respect for the
future of our business begins with
respecting the past.

The people charged with leading
the Indiana Broadcast Pioneers
into our second century of
broadcasting offer a compelling
mix of broadcast innovators.



Here's a look at the people behind the effort:

President Dave White

Dave's 35 year career included producing and
hosting programs on WISH TV, WHMB TV, WFMS-
FM, and WIFE-AM. He did morning drive for 13
years and was program director at WXIR-FM. He' s
been involved with producing Broadcast Pioneers
Hall of Fame biography videos since 2002.

Chief Archivist Dale Ogden

Dale was a curator at the Indiana State Museum
for 32 years and chief curator for 15. He began
collecting Indiana broadcast memorabilia in 1986,
when ISM installed the Indiana Broadcast Pioneers
Hall of Fame and continued to curate the project
until his retirement in 2017.

Facebook Editor Bill Shirk*

Bill is a broadcast entrepreneur who has owned
20 radio and TV stations in a career spanning
from 1972 to 2020. He is also an “escapologist”
with 8 Guinness World Records, an actor in the
films “Escapest” and “Ballbuster”, and the author
of “Modern Day Houdini”. He bought his first
Indianapolis station at age 27.

Secretary Reid Duffy=*

Reid worked for 25 years at WRTV in
Indianapolis, starting in 1971 as a statehouse
reporter, then as a humor-oriented feature
reporter, under the title of "Duffy's World", and
as a restaurant reviewer in a popular weekly
news segment, "Duffy"s Diner." He also hosted
“The Reid Duffy Chronicles” magazine show on
Indianapolis TV station WNDY.

Membership Coordinator

Patty Spitler

Patty is host, reporter and producer for

“Pet Pals TV” and “Great Day TV.” She was one

of the first female radio DJs in the country in

the 1970s, starting in her hometown of Dayton,
Ohio. From 1982-2004, she was a news anchor/
entertainment reporter for WISH-TV in Indianapolis.

Programs Director Jim Culbertson

Jim arrived in Indianapolis in 1967 as WISH-TV
Assistant Promotion Manager, then Promotion
Manager for seven years. Radio Sales at WIRE-
AM,WENS-FM for 10 years, WTHR-TV for six years,
and 16 years teaching radio/TV Sales, Media

and Culture, Script and copywriting at Ball State
University, Telecommunications Department.

*-denotes Indiana Broadcast Pioneers Richard M. Fairbanks Hall of Fame inductee
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ONORNC THE LEGagy

INI]IHNH BROADCASTING

The main focus of the group, and the
Pioneer board, is to honor the legacy of

It’s an effort we ought to all be able to get
behind. If you are reading this, the Hall
Indiana Broadcasting by maintaining of Fame may come calling for you one day.
the Indiana Broadcast Pioneers Richard
M. Fairbanks Hall of Fame, which

opened in 1981. We also maintain the

Imagine how it would feel to be is honored
by your peers, to be a permanent part of a
legacy that has, and will continue to, touch

Indiana Broadcast History display at the
State Museum, and manage artifacts of
broadcasting’s rich history in our state.

every Hoosier. You can act now to help
save a place for you and your colleagues.

Membership is just $25 — and includes

We need to make sure the Hall of Fame
stays viable, so when today’s outstanding

access to the Indiana Broadcasters
Association yearly conference and
Fairbanks Indiana Broadcast Hall of
Fame induction ceremony.

broadcasters are ready to take their place

among the industry giants of the past, the
Hall will be ready to welcome them!

Follow this link for more: https://www.indianabroadcasters.org/about/indiana-broadcast-pioneers/

Still not convinced? How about this pitch from
Membership Coordinator Patty Spitler?

Why you should join:

by Patty Spitler
Indiana Broadcast Pioneers Membership Coordinator

“Now, more than ever...

Indiana Broadcast Pioneers is a vital foundation to preserve all that we hold dear. But this group of honored
professionals is not just for those who have gone before. As broadcasters, it's imperative that we stay
current and relevant with swiftly changing events.

Ifyou believe, as | do, that the role of being in the media is a privilege and an honor, then you agree that the

That is why we now encourage new and current members of the media to join our group. Consider becoming
a member and lend your voice to the conversation. In the world now, broadcasters face incredible challenges.
Let's pool our resources, ideas and talents.

Be a true force for good. Be a bright light of the future. Be a part of Indiana Broadcast Pioneers.

We want to welcome you!”
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president’'s
Message

From the President:

by Dave White
Indiana Broadcast Pioneers President

changes in our lifestyles and routines as we adjust

to realty. We all hope for better times and a return
to “normal” but deep down we all know “normal”
going forward will be different just as it was Post
9/11. That's pretty much where we find ourselves as
broadcasters as well.

In recent days, every one of us has had to make

There are profound changes in broadcasting that
are on-going. Consolidation of ownership and
outlets, changes in technology and the specter of
new regulations are pressing us into a single entity
known as “The Media” just as broadcasters were
once lumped in with “The Press”. The lines between
broadcast audio, video and online text are no longer
well defined. TV and radios stations have text articles
on their websites. Newspapers and magazines have
video reports and features. Which raises questions
about how we define ourselves.

“IT'S CLEAR IN THE DAYS AHEAD WE WILL NEED TO SPEND
MORE TIME DEFINING WHO WE ARE AS BROADCASTERS."

Are Internet-only video channels and radio stations
“broadcasters” as we define them? Will we one day
be considering members and Hall of Fame
nominees that have never been on over the air
channels? Have we already rounded the corner?
Today it appears most people receive their
“content” via non over the air transmission.
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It's clear in the days
ahead we will need

to spend more time
defining who we are as
broadcasters. What sets
us apart from people
who happen to have a
webcam and a YouTube
or Facebook live stream?
It used to be simple. We
had the unique resources
to reach masses of
people simultaneously.
We sat in a “studio”

while the amateurs worked in their basements.
Now national network newscasters and talk show
hosts originate nightly from their home offices.
Meanwhile, unedited mobile phone video shot by a
teen of a news event might reach millions.

| love the name our newsletter editor, John Stehr, has
chosen-Broadcast Beat. It signifies the long tradition
that ties past broadcasters to those in the present —
and those who will someday join our profession. As
our industry changes we may have to change our
perspectives and our organization. How can The
Indiana Broadcast Pioneers best preserve the history
of our profession while providing social opportunities
that are relevant to people today? We welcome your
thoughts. Drop us an email.



Nominations
/

Indiana Broadcast Pioneers Is accepting
future Hall of FAme Nominations

s you read this, a committee
of the Indiana Broadcast
ioneers is considering

nominations for the Richard M.
Fairbanks Indiana Broadcast Hall
of Fame. It is the core purpose
of the group. The Hall was
established in 1981 to “recognize
individuals who have been
directly or indirectly associated
with broadcasting in the state,
and who have made significant
contributions to the industry”.
The 2021 class of inductees

will enter the Hall this fall at the
Indiana Broadcasters Association
Conference in October. We will
highlight them in the summer
edition of this newsletter.

Out of the tens of thousands

of people who have worked

in Indiana broadcasting since

its beginning, the Hall of Fame
includes less than 200 people
from all aspects of broadcasting,
from all regions of Indiana, and
from all backgrounds. Along
with recognition here https://
indianabroadcastpioneers.org/
hall-of-fame/, the Pioneers
maintain the broadcast exhibit in
the Indiana State Museum. Look
for an update on that display
soon, as well as a new interactive
exhibit at the Indiana Historical
Society honoring the history of
radio in Indiana.

We are also working on new
guidelines and procedures

for Hall of Fame inductees to
standardize the process from year
to year. Deadline for this year's
nominations was February 19th,
and we will make you aware of
when the process opens again for
the 2022 HOF class.
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TAKE FOUR

Thank YOU
BOb!

THANK YOU BOB SMITH

by Dave White
Indiana Broadcast Pioneers President

e're honoring Bob Smith who is
K —x / retiring from editing our Indiana
Broadcast Pioneers Newsletter for

nearly 18 years. He continues in his role as
Board Member.

Bob is actually the newsletter's founder. His brother,
Hall of Fame member Dave Smith, asked for Bob's
help because the Pioneer board was down to only
four active members. Bob started the newsletter with
the hope of increasing our membership and to attract
new board members. Over the years, with the help

of fellow WISH TV alumnus and Membership Chair
Bob Warren, the active membership has increased
dramatically. Smith says "I believe we accomplished
our goal.”

“| TRIED TO BALANGE SEVERAL TH

Bob says documenting Indiana Broadcast history
has been the most meaningful part of his work. He
started in broadcasting in 1956 at WISH TV when
everything was black and white and live or on film.
Videotape hadn't been invented yet. He says he
believes it is the biggest innovation in his years of
broadcasting. “I have no idea what they are now
using...Satellites would have been science fiction.”

“I tried to balance several things, TV and radio, men
and women, on-air, off-air, (while) using interesting
and appropriate photos and graphics”, Bob said.
“As a non- ‘on-air’ person | wanted to include the
‘behind the scenes’ staff and activities. The people
who make things happen and work to present a
professional ‘on-air’ presence. | also tried to include
interesting photos and graphics in each story.”

NGS, TV AND RADIO, MEN

AND WOMEN, ON-AIR, OFF-AIR, (WHILE) USING INTERESTING
AND APPROPRIATE PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS", BOB SAID.
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Bob's successful career took him
from commercial broadcasting
to academia. He worked as a film
editor, photographer, director and
Production Manager at WISH

TV in Indianapolis. At Ball State
University, he became Production
Manager and ultimately WIPB

TV General Manager. Notably, he
was Executive Producer of Hall of
Fame member Bob Ross's “Joy of
Painting” that continues in world
wide syndication to this day.

Bob Smith was an early
champion of artist and
television host Bob Ross
(Indiana Broadcast Pioneers
Richard M. Fairbanks Hall of
Fame class of 2020). The
two Bobs worked together at
WIPB in Muncie.

Robert R. Smith, is also a published
author. Having written *Indiana and
the Sultana Disaster: The Story of

a Survivor™: In his retirement, Bob
plans to research and write more
about his family's history.

Find past newsletter archives at
indianabroadcastpioneers.org/newsletter
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“YOU HAVE A GREAT
LIFE AND STAY ON
TOP OF THE WORLD,”
— BARBARA BOYD
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IBA Hall of Fame Spotlight:

arbara Boyd is credited with being the first African
American woman on television in Indiana.

The native of Evanston, lllinois studied broadcasting but

dreamed of becoming an actress.

Her TV career didn't take off until she was 40 when she joined
WFBM (now WRTV) in 1969. At the time, she also was one of
only a few women on TV in the state.

But her late start in broadcasting didn’t stop her from achieving
decades of success. During her 25-year-career, Boyd was

a general assignment new reporter, produced features, and
became one of the first local consumer reporters.

Unafraid, Boyd was a pioneer of local journalism including
discrimination practices and covering her own mastectomy
filmed in a hospital bed.

Boyd was an advocate for breast cancer awareness, screenings
and even known treatment options. Her actions were not
without critics, however, with some viewers calling the station
to say Boyd went too far.

However, the story eventually led to Boyd doing a 30-minute
feature on breast cancer, touring the country to speak about the
disease and receiving the American Cancer Society’s Woman
of the Year award. She also is an inductee into the Indiana
Broadcast Pioneers Richard M. Fairbanks Hall of Fame.

Her famous catch line “You have a great life and stay on top of
the world,” remains enduring words of a career and life of the
indelible Barbara Boyd.



IN MEMORIUM

Larry Clisby, 74, died at his Florida home
February 27th, after a long battle with
cancer. He was the voice of Purdue
Basketball for nearly 40 years, calling
1,189 games before retiring before

the 2020-21 season. He was inducted
into the Indiana Sportswriters and
Sportscasters Hall of Fame in 2018. More
information here: https://www.legacy.com/
obituaries/jconline/obituary.aspx?n=larry-
clisby&pid=197896354

Jill Ditmire, 56, passed away of apparent
natural causes at her Indianapolis home
on January 31st. She was most recently

a reporter for WFYI Public Radio and
television in Indianapolis. She also
worked in television at WTHR and WISH

in Indianapolis and WLFI in Lafayette. Full
obituary: https://www.kroegerfuneralhome.
com/obituary/JillA-Ditmire

William (Bill) Perkins, 86, died on January
22nd, at his home in Indianapolis. He
started in media during his high school
years as a disc jockey at WILN radio.
After a stint in the US Air Force, he started
Indiana’s first independent media services
company in 1980. It became Perkins-
Nichols Media when his wife joined as a
full partner in 1985. For more on his life:
https://flannerbuchanan.com/obit/william-
f-perkins/

David Bailey, 76, died of complications
from COVID-19 on January 20th. He was
named Vice President/General Manager
of WTHI-TV in 1987 and took on the
additional responsibilities of radio stations
WTHI-FM and WWVR-FM in 1997. He
was also a past President of the IBA and a
30-year board member. David retired from
broadcasting in 2005. Read more here:
https://obituaries.tribstar.com/obituary/
david-bailey-1081483779

Robert R. “Gus" Stevens, 89, of Vincennes,
died peacefully on January 20th. His
21-year broadcasting career included
both radio and television, starting as a
disc-jockey and play by play announcer
at WAOV in Vincennes. He later served
as general manager of Vincennes
University’s public television station
WVUT. He retired in 2000. For more:
https://www.goodwinsieversfh.com/
obituary/robert-r-stevens/

Martin Greenberg, 79, died January
19th in Texas. He was former
International President of Emmis
Broadcasting, who led the company’s
expansion into Hungary and Belgium.
https://www.dallasnews.com/news/
obituaries/2021/01/24/ex-radio-
executive-martin-greenberg-dies-at-79/

Steve Shank, 72, died unexpectedly

on January 16th in Richmond. He
started working weekends at WKBV
(Richmond) in 1966 and hosted 'Trading
Post' in the station into the 1980s. In
recent years, he worked overnights

at WKBV. Read more: https://www.
legacy.com/obituaries/pal-item/
obituary.aspx?n=stephen-morris-
shank&pid=197536926&fhid=13558

Jesse Almanza, 39, of Fort Wayne,

died of injuries suffered in a bicycle
accident on January 18th. Known as DJ
‘Spitfire’ at WJFX in New Haven, where
he started on weekend and worked his
way into full time during the 2000’s. Full
obituary: https://www.dignitymemorial.
com/obituaries/fort-wayne-in/jesse-
almanza-10022295

Fredrick “Hollywood" Moore, 70,
former program director at WTLC-

FM, died January 9th in Memphis of
complications from COVID-19. He also
worked at WLTH in Gary. His complete
obituary: https://everloved.com/life-of/
fredrick-moore/obituary/

James Carr (known professionally as
Steve Cooper), 72, died December 13th,
2020 at his Indianapolis home after a
long illness. “Coop” spent more than
30 years on the air in Indianapolis at
radio stations WNDE, WIFE, WFBQ,

and WTPI. See video tribute here:
https://vimeo.com/user87978722/
review/490498123/0742cdff50

Al Stone, 75, died at his Noblesville
home October 4th, 2020 after a long
illness. He worked at WIFE and WNAP
radio stations and owned the King Media
advertising agency and production
house in Indianapolis. He wrote and
produced the 2012 documentary
“Naptown Rock Radio Wars”. For more:
https://legacycremationfuneral.com/
obits/albert-al-joseph-stone/

Eric Hulnick, 69, died in Florida after

a short battle with cancer in October
2020. He was news director at WRTV in
Indianapolis in 1997 and 1998. He also
led news departments in Las Vegas, San
Francisco, San Diego, and Reno.

Stephen Ernest Ross, 71, of Martinsville,
died September 15th, 2020 at an
Indianapolis hospital. Ross was chief
engineer at Mid-America Radio Group
as well as a former producer at WTTV
in Indianapolis. In the early 1990's he
managed WQFE in Brownsburg, where he
also did the morning show. For more:
https://www.nealandsummers.
com/obituaries/Stephen-Ernest-
Ross?obld=18933441#/obituaryinfo

Ray Robison, 74, died at his Mitchell
home on August 20th, 2020. Along with
a distinguished law career, Robinson
called high school play-by-play for

20 years at WBIW radio in Bedford.
Complete obituary here: https://
chastainfuneralhome.com/ray-warren-
robison/

Johnny “Big Guy" Henderson, 68,

died July 31st, 2020 at IU Health
Bloomington Hospital. The ordained
minister broadcast high school sports
on WSLM (Salem), WBOW (Terre Haute),
WBIW (Bedford), WUME (Paoli). Here's
the complete obituary: https://www.
ochstetrick.net/obituaries/Johnny-
Henderson-4/#!/0bituary

John David Engelbrecht, 68, died
unexpectedly in Evansville on April
18th, 2020. His family owned WIKY
AM and FM in Evansville through three
generations, as well as other radio

and television stations in Indiana and
Tennessee, but has been largely out of
broadcasting since 2014. Full obituary
here: https://obits.courierpress.com/
obituaries/courierpress/obituary.
aspx?n=john-d-engelbrecht&pid=196019
456&fhid=15542



YOUR SUPPORT MATTERS.
BECOME A MEMBER OF

INDIANA BROADCAST
PIONEERS

The Indiana Broadcast Pioneers was organized in 1979.

It is dedicated to offering opportunities for fellowship,
education, public service, and the preservation of broadcast -
history. Ongoing projects include a quarterly newsletter, S
indianabroadcastpioneers.org, the Richard M. Falrbanks
Indiana Broadcast Hall of Fame, an exhibit at the Indiana State
Museum, and occasional public programs featuring retired
‘broadcasters. Mark your calendars for Wednesday, October
27th when the Pioneers will induct its newest Hall of Fame
class during the annual Indiana Broadcasters Conference
Luncheon in Carmel. '

‘Contact Us Today'
Dave Whlte

dreamvisionmediapartners@gmail.com
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SAVE THE DATE:

Indiana Broadcasters Conference and |
\ Indiana Broadcast Pioneers Richard M. Fairbanks |
Hall of Fame Ceremony '

Wednesday, October 27, NOON ET at the
502 East Event Centre, Carmel, IN 46032
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