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Guide to Indiana’s 25-Foot Rule for News Reporters

Indiana's "25-foot rule" is now governed by the 2025 Buffer Law,

Ind. Code Ann. § 35-44.1-2-15.

An officer may order someone to stop approaching only if the officer reasonably believes the person's
presence within 25 feet will interfere with official duties. A violation occurs only if the person
knowingly or intentionally continues to approach after that order.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. What is the "25-foot rule” and how does it
impact reporters?

The law is not a ban on reporting, recording, or standing
near police. It only prohibits continuing to move toward an
officer after a valid stop-approaching order—one predicated
on reasonable belief of interference. The buffer law is not a
"force field"; a person who stops advancing and continues
recording does not violate it. Reporters may record police in
public without permission, and may remain in place and keep
recording after a stop-approaching order unless a separate
lawful order requires otherwise.

2. Why was the rule put in place?

The 2023 Buffer Law was enacted to create a "reactionary gap"
during active law enforcement, based on interests in officer
safety, bystander safety, witness privacy, and law enforcement
efficiency. The 2025 Buffer Law added the reasonable-belief
requirement to address constitutional concerns.

3. Wasn't the original legislation challenged?

Yes. The Seventh Circuit rejected a First Amendment challenge,
but media plaintiffs prevailed on a vagueness challenge by the
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press because the
2023 Buffer Law gave officers no standard for issuing stop-
approaching orders. Final judgment permanently enjoined the
2023 Buffer Law against plaintiff media organizations.

BOTTOM LINE

You may record police in public—do not
physically interfere.

If told to stop approaching, stop moving
toward the officer.

A stop-approaching order does not require
you to move away, leave, or stop recording.

If ordered to leave an emergency incident
area, ask where media may stand.

Document everything and report concerns to
legal counsel promptly.

4. What should media do if police establish a
perimeter at a crime scene?

Clarify the order. A stop-approaching order means stop
moving toward the officer—it does not require leaving,
moving back, or stopping recording. A separate emergency-
incident order may require leaving the area entirely. Ask:
"Am | being ordered to stop approaching, or to leave an
emergency incident area? Where may media stand?"

5. Whom should I contact with concerns?

Comply first, then document the officer's identity, location,
order given, and effect on reporting. Contact newsroom
leadership, counsel, or the Indiana Broadcasters Association /
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press.

The 2025 Buffer Law requires reasonable belief of interference before an officer may issue a stop-approaching
order and does not prohibit recording from a lawful position. Stop moving toward the officer when ordered,
stay calm, keep recording, and document any order that appears to exceed the statute.
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